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About World Migratory Bird Day 2023 

WMBD is an annual awareness-raising campaign highlighting the need for the conservation 
of migratory birds and their habitats. It has a global outreach and is an effective tool to help 
raise global awareness of the threats faced by migratory birds, their ecological importance, 
and the need for international cooperation to conserve them. In 2018, WMBD unified the 
planet’s major migratory bird corridors, or flyways: the African-Eurasian flyway, the East 
Asian-Australasian flyway, and the Americas flyways. WMBD is now celebrated twice a year, 
on the Second Saturday in May and in October. In 2023, WMBD will be held on 13 May and 
14 October. This year, the theme is “Water: Sustaining Bird Life”. The EAAFP Secretariat 
encourages Partners to celebrate WMBD twice a year. 
 
 
Introduction of EAAFP WMBD 2023 Small Grant  

The Small Grant for 2023 World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) has been established to provide 
financial support to EAAFP Partners and EAAFP Task Forces and Working Groups who plan to 
organize public events and/or conservation action-oriented workshops at national or local 
levels through participating in the World Migratory Bird Day. We strongly encourage EAAFP 
Partners and collaborators to make an application for any suitable event or development of 
WMBD materials in local language that aims to raise awareness on the need of conserving 
migratory water birds and the value of their habitats in East Asian – Australasian Flyway. 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

Applicants who plan to organize an event to celebrate World Migratory Bird Day2023 need 
to base in the EAAFP Partner countries. In addition, EAAFP Partner countries included in the 
DAC list of ODA Recipients are our priority to support(If you are not sure, please see the list 
of EAAFP Partners, and DAC list of ODA Recipients). If you are not the country focal point of 
EAAFP, please consult and plan with EAAFP focal point of your country before you apply. 

Please note that this grant is to initiate a WMBD event, you can co-fund the event with other 
sources, but please indicate in the budget session. Applications with similar contents 
(location, target participants etc.) to previous years may not be accepted. We also 
encourage proposals to promote Flyway Network Sites for the WMBD activities. 
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Information of the application 

Firstly, Applicants must meet the eligibility criteria set for funding assistance under EAAFP 
WMBD2023 Small Grants Programme. 

For your budget planning, please note a maximum of 1,000 USD will be allocated to each 
country. We recommend you submit the application as early as possible. 

The deadline for application is 26th March,2023.  Please submit an application to Ms. Vivian 
Fu, Senior Communication Officer via email (Word or PDF document) at 
communication@eaaflyway.net and wmbd@eaaflyway.net. 

After the Secretariat receives your application, the approval of successful proposals is made 
by the Secretariat. Applicant will hear of the result within two weeks after the deadline. 
Incomplete applications will not be accepted.  

Successful applicants have a responsibility to help translate the World Migratory Bird Day 
materials into their own languages which will be shared on the World Migratory Bird Day 
website (https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/). 
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2.1Please specify your proposed event plan and expected outcome 
Title of event: Public Awareness Raising Campaign against 

Poaching of Migratory Birds in Bholagonj, 
Sylhet division, Bangladesh 

Date of event: First week of May 2023 (Tentative) 
Organizers:  Department of Parasitology, Sylhet Agricultural 

University in collaboration with KDCA Youth 
Club, Parasite Resource Bank (PRB), “Cholo 
Paltai” Organization and local forest 
department. 

Target participants:  Seasoned hunters, local people and villagers, 
members of various voluntary organizations 
residing in the target Haor area. Also university 
students, advisors, young researchers and 
activists. 

Expected number of participants: 450-500 
Yearly, a migration of thousands of birds is seen in various haor-beels and fields-ghats 
in Sylhet Division, Bangladesh. Bholagonj Upazila is one of the most important rising 
hot spots for migratory birds in Sylhet District. But it is a matter of sorrow that bird 
poaching has turned into a massive threat to migratory birds in that region. Along with 
the seasoned hunters, locals and villagers also take part in these activities. By selling 
them to the neighbourhood dhabas and restaurants, where the birds are used to 
prepare a variety of cuisines, they run their business. These dishes are gaining 
popularity among both residents and visitors day by day. This is because there is a lack 
of awareness among the population that bird poaching is illegal and harmful for our 
environment. 
 
Objectives: 1. To disseminate information regarding migratory bird poaching and 
selling is a criminal activity.                      
                      2. To raise awareness about that migratory birds are playing a crucial role 
in our ecosystem and biodiversity which is very much needed for our future 
generation. 
 
Event plans:  
In our pre-planned day, we will visit the Bholagonj region in Sylhet, Bangladesh, with 
our event organizing team, volunteers, university students, advisors, young 
researchers, and local activists. Following our arrival, we will tour the region's haor-
beels and fields-ghats. We will try to find out where the most migratory birds are 
found and where bird poaching occurs frequently, as well as the personnel involved in 
these activities, with the assistance of locals. Then we will organize a campaign there 
with the permission and help of the local government. 
 
All residents of the area are welcome to take part in the campaign, but our primary 
focus will be on seasoned hunters and regional buyers, sellers, and restaurant patrons. 
Then our keynote speaker and presenters will give their speeches and presentations 
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copies of any materials produced under the project. Published materials should be 
submitted with the report in both hard and electronic copy with suitable 
photographs illustrating the activities undertaken.  

Important notes:  

Report deadline: No later than 27thMay2023 or within two weeks after 
the event(s).  

Required information: Name of organiser, target participants, programme,  
outcome summary and finance supporting documents 

Submit to: to Ms. Vivian Fu, Senior Communication Officer via 
email (Word or PDF document) at 
communication@eaaflyway.net and 
wmbd@eaaflyway.net. 
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Section 3. SHORT SUMMARY REPORT (Compulsory) 

Provide a short article about your WMBD event or activity you arranged to celebrate 
WMBD. The following information (venue, organiser, number and type of participants, 
outcome) should be included in your article. (Minimum 400 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Section 4. EXPENDITURE REPORT (Compulsory) 

Expense items USD 
e.g. venue   
e.g. transportation  
e.g. birdwatching guide (amount x no. of guides)  
  
  
  
Others – specify   
Funding from other sources  
 

 

Total  
*Please keep the receipt in case auditing is needed.  

 

Section 5. PHOTO, VIDEO & MATERIALS (Compulsory): 
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Name of Photo/Video e.g. photo 1 or video 1 
Photo/Video Please insert a photo here 
Credit info Please provide credit information for this photo/video 
Link Please provide a link of this photo/video (e.g. FB posting 

or Flickr link) 
 
Note:  

 Email us the electronic file (JPEG or PDF) of your language version of the WMBD 
poster published for EAAFP website;  

 Post its printed poster to the EAAFP Secretariat, if you can and have one; 
 Take enough photos from events or activities with this WMBD poster and send us 

lots of photos in jpg or png format;and videos as well if you have one.  
 Logos of WMBD and EAAFP have to be shown on all your printed and digital 

promotional materials.  




