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Black-faced Spoonbill Platalea minor

▪ Habitat: Marshes, wet rice fields, mangroves, fish 
ponds, tidal mudflats and estuaries

▪ Breeding: NE Russia, N & S Korea, NE China

▪ Wintering: Japan, S China, Taiwan, Vietnam

▪ Conservation Status: Endangered

▪ Threats: Habitat loss, pollution, diseases (botulism), 
hunting and human disturbance.



• Synchronous count in mid-winter (January) across different Asian 
countries and regions

• 41 survey sites in 2003

• Increased to 150 survey sites in 9 countries and regions in 2022 (Cambodia, 

China, Hong Kong and Shenzhen, Japan, Macao, Malaysia, Philippine, Republic of Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and 
Vietnam) 

• Joint efforts across borders
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* No detailed record for 2008 and 2009

In 2022

International Black-faced Spoonbill Census



• 90s: <300 individuals

• 2022: 6,162 wintering Black-faced Spoonbill, a new 
record high figure

• Genuine increase since the commencement of this 
annual census 

• 2023: >6,500 ?

• Media coverage

• Publishing the annual report

International Black-faced Spoonbill Census

>25,000!!
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International Black-faced Spoonbill Census, 1989 - 2023
>6500?!



National Monitoring



CEPA activity



Awareness raising

https://youtu.be/ceydWSHFxYs



Meetings

With the supports from birdwatchers and conservationists 
in different Asian countries:

• BFS population increased from a few hundreds to over 
6000 individuals in 30 years;

• International synchronous count provides annual and 
comparable data for assessing the BFS population;

• With data, information and awareness, forums and 
workshops had been organised to further promote BFS 
conservation activities;

• Strengthen the conservation network in Asia.

2006 International Symposium on research and 
conservation of BFS



Future actions

• Increase in number = habitat quality has been 
improved ?

• Habitat management along the BFS wintering range 
must be carried on, e.g. Fishponds for Flyway

• Ensure enough capacity is guaranteed for the 
increased population

• Further promotion of international 
collaboration: 
• More sister sites 

• Coordinated breeding population census
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Reversing Decline

“Our preliminary Green Status assessment indicates 
that the black-faced spoonbill is currently Largely 
Depleted, …and that is biologically possible for the 
species to fully recover (100%) in the next 100 years, 
if ambitious actions are taken.”



Thank you very much! 




