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World Coastal Forum: background

Called for by:

• Convention on Migratory Species 

(CMS) Resolution, 2017 

• Ramsar Convention Resolutions: 

2018, 2022 

• Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) Decisions: 2018, 

2022

• IUCN Resolution, 2020
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Back story of EAAFP involvement in WCF

• EAAFP has long recognised the high pressure on coastal and coastal waterbirds 

• Since 2007 the EAAFP has been identifying mechanisms to promote coastal conservation, with a focus on 
the Yellow Sea, incl. establishment of the Yellow Sea Task Force 

• Support to the Philippines Government and others to develop the CMS Resolution on Coastal Wetlands 
(2007) and there after the Ramsar Convention, CBD and IUCN Decisions

• Support to development of the 2012 IUCN Situation Analysis for the Yellow Sea and EAAF to spotlight 
importance of coastal wetlands

• EAAFP has in its current Strategic Implementation Plan recognised the importance of protection, 
management and restoration of Flyway Network Sites and other important coastal sites for waterbirds

• Input and support to the Yancheng Symposia of 2017, 2018 and 2019 

• Participation in the Yancheng Conference of January 2021 that decided to establish the WCF.
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WCF Coordination Group members

Members (22)： Observers (2)：

Advisors (2)：

Mr. Arthur Hanson Mr. Stanley Johnson



• Umbrella adding value by facilitating stakeholders to be more than the sum of 

their parts to accelerate effective on ground delivery 

• Voluntary, independent of treaties, but treaties could adopt WCF products

• Endorsed at high political level in terms of its establishment & operation

• Multi-stakeholder: National/Subnational/Local gov reps engaged in coastal 

management, (not international negotiators), International organisations, 

NGOs, academics, business

• Beneficial not burden to participants.

World Coastal Forum – what will it be?
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WCF Task Teams (and leads)

Science and Evidence (Universities of Cambridge & Queenland & MNR)

- State of the World’s Coastal Ecosystems Report

- World Coastal Ecosystems Conservation Toolkit

Institutional development (IUCN & MNR)

International engagement (BirdLife & MNR)

Local Government and Subnational Engagement (ICLEI)

Stakeholder Mapping (tbc)

Restoration (REST-COAST)

Communication, Capacity Building, Education, Publicity & Awareness (WWT)

Protection (tbc)

Management (tbc)
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Logic behind World Coastal Forum
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Nature 553, 199-202

Aim: collaboratively collating studies on status and 
change for habitats and species.
For example waterbird count data showing changes.
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Aim: collaboratively collecting information on 
threats and opportunities
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Aim: collaboratively collecting information on 
threats and opportunities
For example, studies of Spartina



Effectiveness of means of controlling Spartina

14



Effectiveness of different herbicides

15



Side effects of Spartina management

16
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Data, papers, reports, unpublished etc 

Evidence assessment

Guidance

Dissemination & delivery

Learning

Review

Expert input

Policy and 
practice partners
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Next steps

• 1230-1400 hrs 15 March, Brisbane EAAFP MOP11  Side event 
The World Coastal Forum: how can it help you? 

• 26-28 Sept. 2023, Yancheng, PRC, 1st World Coastal Forum Conference
Host Institutions: MNR, NFGA, Jiangsu Government 
Hybrid, Ministerial segment, 400 onsite participants incl. 150+ from 
overseas



Thank you!
https://www.worldcoastalforum.org/

World Coastal Forum is looking for 
collaborators.

Please join us by visiting the side event this 
lunchtime.



https://bit.ly/3TqteY9




