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Alaska
1,717,854 sq. km or
663,268 sq. miles

60% of this land mass 
dedicated to National 
Forests, National 
Parks and Wildlife 
Refuges

525 naturally 
occurring bird species



National Wildlife 
Refuges of 

Alaska
76,774,229 acres 

310,694 sq. km



Birds from the Arctic Connect 
with the World



Yukon Delta 
National Wildlife 
Refuge

Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
one of the EAAFP Flyway Site 
Network supports one of the largest 
aggregations of water birds in the 
world. Over one million ducks and 
half a million geese breed here 
annually, and in some summers, up to 
a third of the continent's northern 
pintails can be found on the 
refuge. In addition, nearly 40,000 
loons, 40,000 grebes, 100,000 swans 
and 30,000 cranes return to the 
refuge each spring to nest. Millions of 
shorebirds use the refuge for both 
breeding and staging. In terms of 
both density and species diversity, the 
delta is the most important shorebird 
nesting area in the country, and the 
vast intertidal zone is the most 
important wetland for post-breeding 
shorebirds on the west coast of North 
America. The delta meets all of the 
criteria for identifying wetlands of 
international importance under 
Article 2 of the Ramsar Convention.

http://www.ramsar.org/cda/en/ramsar-home/main/ramsar/1_4000_0__


Qupałuk is northeast of Teshekpuk 
Lake in the northeast corner of the 
National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska 
(NPR-A) on the Arctic Coastal Plain in 
Alaska. The 21,000 hectare site 
attracts high numbers of birds to 
near-pristine tundra, wetland, and 
open water habitat. Additionally, the 
site hosts high densities of Dunlin 
(Calidris alpine articola), with an 
estimated population of 6,000. 
Qupałuk also provides habitat for an 
estimated 38 Spectacled Eider 
(Somateria fischeri), a species 
designated as Threatened by the 
FWS. The site hosts approximately 
30,000 total nesting migratory birds 
and is important habitat for multiple 
species of molting geese. Additionally, 
Qupałuk provides habitat for both the 
Threatened polar bear (Ursus 
martimus) and caribou (Rangifer 
tarandus), an important subsistence 
species for local people.

Qupaluk



INVOLEMENT 
in the

CONSERVATION OF WETLANDS
Importance – we can’t do this alone
Ownership – science and conservation are relevant to everyone’s life
Stewardship – building and strengthens on what we already have 
Future – conserving the environment especially wetlands is a way for us 
to give now and to the future generations



People of Alaska



Community Awareness

to actively and meaningfully learn from and 
share information with different segments of the 

community to enhance knowledge, skills and 
behaviors that promote optimum, including 

child, development opportunities.
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Copper River Shorebird Festival
• A gathering of birders, photographers, biologists, 

conservationists, artists and global citizens.
• To do what?
• To witness the shimmering flocks of millions of 

shorebirds as they take a short break on the Copper 
River Delta while passing from their wintering areas 
across the globe to their breeding grounds in the 
north.







 Alaska’s largest wildlife 
viewing festival honors the 
return of spring and the 
breathtaking migration of 
shorebirds through 
Kachemak Bay.

 The Friends of Alaska 
National Wildlife Refuges 
partnering with the Alaska 
Maritime National Wildlife 
Refuge help to organize the 
Kachemak Bay Shorebird 
Festival.

 The community of Homer 
and it’s seaside setting is 
perfect for spotting over 
130 migratory bird species, 
as well as numerous other 
resident species.

Kachemak Bay Shorebird 
Festival



YakutatTern Festival
9th Annual, May 31-June 2 2019

Susan Oehlers
Wildlife Biologist

U.S. Forest Service, Yakutat AK



Yakutat Tern Festival
• Initiated in 2011
• Non-profit, multiple partners, community based
• Aleutian tern as our focal species, but broad-based theme

• “Celebrating the Natural and Cultural Resources of Yakutat, Alaska”
• Educational/youth Events
• Protection of local natural resources
• Encourages development of ecotourism to support local 

economy
• Family friendly



Aleutian Tern

• Limited breeding distribution along coastal Alaska and eastern Siberia
• Nests in coastal colonies, often with Arctic Terns
• Total worldwide population 20,000

• Alaska population <10,000
• Suspected population declines
• Little known about movements, population trends, migration patterns
• Glacier Bay southern (known) boundary of breeding range



Yakutat Tern Festival

Multiple partners, local volunteers 

Education and ecotourism
• Bird banding
• Films
• Speakers/seminars
• Keynote speaker 
• Art and photo contest
• Art workshops 
• Field trips
• Youth programs
• Live Bird Programs
• Cultural programs



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

What is Community Engagement?
Community engagement is the process of working 

collaboratively with community groups to address 
issues that impact the well-being of those groups.

Or
An authentic, deliberate process that engages a 

diverse constituency in stating its shared values, 
needs and goals; A continuum including outcomes 
that are as diverse as our communities.



Conservation of Migratory Birds 
– Perpetuating Subsistence 

Customs, Culture and Values

This dependence on wild resources is cultural, social 
and economic. Alaska's indigenous inhabitants have 
relied upon the traditional harvest of wild foods for 
thousands of years and have passed this way of life, 
its culture, and values down through generations. 
Subsistence has also become important to many 
non-Native Alaskans, particularly in rural Alaska



Alaska Migratory Bird Co-
Management Council

The Alaska Migratory Bird Co-Management Council (AMBCC), 
formed in 2000, consists of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, and representatives 
of Alaska's Native population. The AMBCC's primary purpose 
is to conserve migratory birds through development of 
recommendations for the subsistence spring/summer harvest 
in Alaska.



AMBCC – Community 
Outreach and Conservation



Outreach and Education

Public awareness, concern, involvement are crucial 
components of migratory bird conservation. Citizens 
enthusiastic about birds, informed about their 
threats, and empowered to become involved in 
addressing those threats, can make a tremendous 
contribution to maintaining healthy bird 
populations. Outreach, education, and 
communication are important resource management 
tools employed by the Migratory Bird Management 
program to broaden public awareness and promote 
involvement in migratory bird conservation.



Junior Duck Stamp Program

Are you a student interested in exploring wildlife, habitat 
conservation and visual arts? Do you want to investigate 
careers in biology or ornithology? Are you looking for 
ways to creatively express what you have learned in 
biology class? Do you have something to share with 
others about waterfowl and wetlands? 
This program teaches wetland and waterfowl 
conservation to students in kindergarten through high 
school. The program encourages students to explore 
their natural world, invites them to investigate biology 
and wildlife management principles and challenges them 
to express and share what they have learned with others.



Junior Duck Stamp Program
Since its inception in 1989, the Junior Duck 
Stamp Conservation and Design 
Program has used a science-based art 
curriculum. Students are involved in hands-
on learning opportunities, discovering the 
wonders of North American waterfowl, 
habitat characteristics, and conservation 
principles - all through a visual arts 
program.

https://www.fws.gov/birds/education/junior-duck-stamp-conservation-program.php


Junior Duck Stamp Program



Eider Journey

• Each summer, Barrow high school students work 
alongside U.S. Fish and Wildlife scientists to 
conduct foot surveys. In mid-June, they walk 
transects across the tundra, carrying detailed maps 
of the area. The survey biologists map the locations 
where they see Steller’s eider pairs, as well as 
possible nesting areas of snowy owls or Jaegers, 
with which the eiders seem to associate.  Each 
eider pair location is revisited in early July for an 
intensive search for nests.





INVOLEMENT 
in the

CONSERVATION OF WETLANDS
Importance – we can’t do this alone
Ownership – science and conservation are relevant to everyone’s life
Stewardship – building and strengthens on what we already have 
Future – conserving the environment especially wetlands is a way for us to give now 
and to the future generations
Some of the most effect tools we can use…

Community Awareness
Community Engagement
Outreach and Education



Thank you for listening
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