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Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 
 Intergovernmental treaty on wetlands (1971)

o 170 Parties (map of member countries)
o Provides the framework for the conservation and wise use
o First modern global environmental agreement 

 Members commit 
to: 
o Wise use of all their 

wetlands
o Designate suitable 

wetlands for the list 
of Wetlands of 
International 
Importance      (the 
“Ramsar List”) 

o Cooperate on 
transboundary 
wetland systems 
and shared species



Wetlands of International Importance
‘Ramsar Sites’



4th Ramsar Strategic Plan 2016-2024

GOAL 1
Addressing the Drivers of Wetland Loss And Degradation

1. Recognizing wetland benefits in sectoral strategies
2. Ensuring water for wetland ecosystem needs

3. Applying wise use guidelines in private and public sectors
4. Controlling or eradicating invasive alien species

GOAL 2
Effectively Conserving and Managing the Ramsar Site Network

5. Maintaining ecological character through integrated management
6. Increasing wetland area under Ramsar designation

7. Addressing threats to ecological character

GOAL 3
Wisely Using All Wetlands

8. Completing national wetland inventories
9. Strengthening wise use through integrated river basin management or 

coastal zone management
10. Respecting and using traditional knowledge and practices

11. Documenting wetland services and benefits
12. Restoring degraded wetlands

13. Enhancing sustainability of projects in key sectors

GOAL 4
Enhancing Implementation

14.Developing scientific and policy guidance
15.Reinforcing Ramsar Regional Initiatives for implementation of the Convention

16.Mainstreaming wetland conservation and wise use through CEPA
17.Mobilizing resources for implementation
18. Strengthening international cooperation

19.Building capacity to implement the Convention and Strategic Plan



Impacts highlights
 Wide reach and cooperation: international treaty  -

170 Parties, 19 Regional Initiatives 

 6 International Organization Partners (IUCN, 
WWF, WI, BI, WWT, IWMI)

 Impact on the ground: + 2,200 sites of 
international importance, national wetland 
policies (site managers, administrative authorities, 
---- value of international designation )

 Platform of technical and scientific experts: STRP 
– state of the art policy and technical guidance

 Campaigns: World Wetlands Day

 Sustainable development at the heart : 
conservation, wise use, livelihoods, cities, water, 
mitigation, adaptation, DRR



Wetlands
have tremendous value

Almost all of the world’s freshwater 
is drawn from wetlands

Wetlands are the world’s largest 
carbon store

Wetlands purify and filter harmful 
waste from water

Our food supply depends on wetlands

Extreme climatic events are mitigated 
by wetlands

Wetlands provide jobs and sustainable 
livelihoods

Almost half of all animal species live 
and breed in wetlands



Wetlands are being lost 
at an alarming rate
87% of Wetlands have been lost 
since 1700 AD

35% of wetlands lost since 1970

Wetlands are being lost at a rate of 
3 times faster than tropical forests 

4,875 wetland-dependant species 
are threatened with extinction

Globally over 80% of wastewater 
is released into wetlands



The challenge -
wetlands are equated with wasteland



Wetlands are essential 
to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals



Global   Risks 
Top 5 Risks in Terms of  
Likelihood

1st: Extreme Weather 
Events

2nd: Failure of Climate 
Change Mitigation and 
Adaptation

3rd: Natural Disasters

4th: Data Fraud and Theft

5th : Cyber-attacks

Top 5 Risks in Terms of Impact 

1st: Weapons and mass 
destruction

2nd: Failure of Climate Change 
Mitigation and Adaptation

3rd: Extreme Weather Events

4th: Water crisis 

5th: Natural disasters

Source: World Economic Forum, Global Risks Reports (2019)



Taking action to conserve 
and wisely use wetlands for 

sustainable development



Promote the multiple values 
of wetlands

•

Ensure wetland 
conservation is at the 
center of mainstream 

development
•

Foster implementation on 
the ground of wise use 

practices

Taking actions



13th Meeting of the Conference of 
the Contracting Parties (CoP13) 

21-29 october 2018, Dubai
•

COP13 Theme:
Wetlands for a Sustainable Urban Future

•

Release of the Global Wetland Outlook: State 
of the World's Wetlands and their Services to 

People + technical guidance
•

Strengthened policy links + implementation –
SDGs, climate change (peatlands, blue 

carbon), sustainable cities, gender,

regional initiatives
•

Visibility and awareness raising of 
the value of wetlands

Ramsar 
Convention= 

platform for SD



Implementation 
of the Convention

Global Wetlands 
Outlook

Inaugural report on state of the 
world’s wetlands

•

Report addresses status and 
trends, drivers of loss and 

required actions

•

Report identifies and gives 
evidence of wetlands’ values

•

Informs and guides Contracting 
Parties and partners in moving 
the wetlands’ agenda forward

•
Key messages:

Wetlands are the world's most 
valuable ecosystem

Wetlands are being lost three 
times faster than forests



Promoting implementation 
and integration in SDGs 

at national level
• Effective management of Ramsar 

Sites: models of SD

• National legislation and policies 
⇒ Integrate wetlands in national 
action plans for SDGs + climate change  
(NDCs) + synergies + multiple benefits

• Ecosystem-based management: 
DRR, adaptation, cities

• Scientific information – Inventories 
+ indicators (SDG 6.6.1 in NRs)

• Engagement of stakeholders

• Funding opportunities - SDGs and 
PA: GCF, private sector

• Raise visibility  and awareness 



Increasing the relevance of 
wetlands to regional and global 
sustainable development policy 

objectives
• HLPF (SDG 2020)

• Aichi Targets and Biodiversity post 
2020 framework

• Water agenda including 6.6.1 

• SDG14 Communities of ocean action 
and summit

• UNFCCC COP25 and Paris 
Agreement: wetlands as hotspots 
for climate change adaptation and  
mitigation

• Sendai Framework for Disaster  Risk 
Reduction

• Regional Process 

• COP14 (50th Anniversary) 2021



Presented by: Martha Rojas Urrego, Secretary General

www.ramsar.org
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