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· EAAFP MoP7 held in Alaska
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MoP7 participants in Anchorage, Alaska © EAAFP

The Seventh Meeting of the Partners of the East Asian – Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) was held in Anchorage and Seward, Alaska, USA on 10-14th June 2013, hosted by EAAFP Partner, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Three new Partners were welcomed at the Meeting: the Government of Malaysia, Wildlife Conservation Society and the Secretariat for the Conservation of Arctic Fauna and Flora (CAFF) of the Arctic Council. The total number of Partners now stands at 30, including 15 National Governments. 

A Resolution of Cooperation was signed in Anchorage between CAFF and EAAFP, pledging to work together for the conservation of Arctic-breeding migratory waterbirds (To have more information about it, follow this link). In addition, five new sites were added to the EAAFP Flyway Site Network, from Malaysia (BakoBuntal Bay), Australia (Roebuck Bay and 80-Mile Beach), USA (Yukon Delta) and Japan (Arao-higata), the sites in Australia and USA being of critical importance for non-breeding and breeding waterbirds, respectively.

During the Meeting, China was elected as the new Chair of EAAFP, with USA as Vice-Chair. Technical discussions centered around prioritization of shorebird and seabird species in the Flyway, as well as Network Sites. A new Working Group to address the recent precipitous decline of Baer’s Pochard (learn more) was formed and plans to advance conservation of inter-tidal habitats in the Yellow Sea were also agreed. The Spoonbill Sandpiper Task Force launched a video on the Journey of Spoonbill Sandpiper during Report-back session. [23/07/13]

[MoP7 documents]
[Link to article]

· New cooperation for conservation of Arctic breeding birds migrating along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway

June 10, 2013, Anchorage, Alaska: Today, the Secretariats of the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF) and the Partnership for the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAFP) signed a Resolution of Cooperation to better coordinate efforts to promote and protect birds along a migratory flyway that is home to over 50 million waterbirds. 

The East Asia-Australasian Flyway is a major waterbird migratory route. It extends from the Arctic Circle in Russia and Alaska, southwards through East and South-east Asia, to Australia and New Zealand in the south, encompassing 22 countries. The flyway contains the migratory passage of 33 globally threatened species as designated by IUCN. 

Migratory waterbirds – shorebirds, ducks, swans, geese and cranes – share this flyway with 45 percent of the world's human population, and some species are under threat as a result of human activities including habitat alteration and destruction. According to the last Arctic Report Card, Arctic wader populations plummeted for eleven of the 32 species assessed including Eastern Curlew, Great Knot, Red Knot and Bar-tailed Godwit. Scientists do not know enough about current or past populations to determine a trend for the remaining 21 Arctic species. 

The remaining populations of some of the most-at-risk Arctic bird species live in this flyway, including for example the Spoon-billed Sandpiper, a Critically Endangered shorebird facing imminent extinction. This bird breeds in Chukotka, Russia and passes through coastal wetlands in China while migrating to wintering grounds in South-east Asia. According to the recently published Arctic Biodiversity Assessment, during the last 30 years, the number of Spoon-billed Sandpipers has decreased dramatically from about 6,000 breeding pairs to just a few hundred pairs. Besides loss of habitat in staging and wintering areas, the most critical cause of the decline appears to be indiscriminate hunting in parts of Southeast Asia, where the birds are caught in mist nets and sold to local markets as food. 
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Bar-tailed Godwit Photo © Dave Bakewell

In the region including Alaska, at least 29 species of ducks, geese, gulls, loons, eiders, and shorebirds regularly migrate across the Bering Strait. Three species are of particular note, since a large portion, or the entire population migrates through the EAAF. These include the Bar-tailed Godwit, Dunlin and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. The ‘western’ Bar-tailed Godwit nests only in Alaska and spends the winter in New Zealand and Eastern Australia. On their northward migration the entire population of these Godwits, which numbers between 100,000 and 150,000 birds, stage for several weeks exclusively on intertidal habitats of the Yellow Sea. These habitats are facing unprecedented and continuous rates of habitat alteration. On its southward migration, Godwits fly from Alaska nonstop directly across the Pacific Ocean to their over wintering grounds. 

Migratory birds link all corners of the world. To conserve migratory species effectively, international cooperation between Arctic and non-Arctic States is required. To this end the CAFF and EAAFP objectives and activities complement one another. The Resolution of Cooperation formalizes cooperation and contributes to building and sharing knowledge, creating awareness and enhancing capacity for conservation of migratory bird species along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway. The document was signed at the 7th Meeting of the Partners to the EAAFP in Anchorage, Alaska, hosted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. representative to the CAFF. 

The EAAFP intends to use relevant and available opportunities to promote the importance of Arctic migratory bird species, including status, trends and threats, and the dissemination of CAFF program material where appropriate. 

CAFF intends to seek opportunities to raise awareness, and develop supportive actions for the conservation of migratory bird species and focus attention on the challenges facing species along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway. CAFF’s Arctic Biodiversity Assessment and Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Program will facilitate the exchange of information on migratory bird species along this important flyway. 

Contact: 
Tom Barry
Executive Secretary, CAFF
tom@caff.is
+354 861 9824

Spike Millington
Chief Executive, EAAFP
chief@eaaflyway.net
+82 32 458 6509

About the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership The Partnership, adopted in the list of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) as a Type II initiative –is an informal and voluntary initiative, which aims to protect migratory waterbirds, their habitats and the livelihoods of people dependent upon them within the Flyway. There are currently 30 partners including 15 national governments, four intergovernmental agencies, 10 international non-government organizations and one international business organization. For more information see www.eaaflyway.net. 

About the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna CAFF is the biodiversity working group of the Arctic Council and consists of National Representatives assigned by each of the eight Arctic Council Member States, representatives of Indigenous Peoples' organizations that are Permanent Participants to the Council, and Arctic Council observer countries and organizations. CAFF’s mandate is to address the conservation of Arctic biodiversity, and to communicate its findings to the governments and residents of the Arctic, helping to promote practices which ensure the sustainability of the Arctic’s living resources. For more information see www.caff.is  [10/06/13] 

[Resolution of Cooperation between EAAFP and CAFF]

[Link to article]

· EAAFP-WLI Joint Newsletter on CEPA Published:
EAAFP and WLI published its first joint newsletter focusing on wetland CEPA (Communication, Education, Participation and Awareness) activities across the flyway in September 2013. It aims to share experience of practical wetlands CEPA activities between partners of EAAFP and WLI.
As we are sure you know, wetland conservation cannot succeed unless we have collaborative work between international conventions, national policies and guidance, and local delivery. It is this last activity where CEPA is so important. Unless you can convince local people of the importance of wetlands for the benefit of local people, as well as wildlife, it will be difficult to effectively protect them. 
But successful local engagement is not always very easy. Local people often see wetlands as dangerous, as a source of food or water, as a waste of space, or just have very little knowledge of what they are. Finding ways to show how local people can use them sustainably, whilst protecting their environment and wildlife, is a really crucial activity. 
This is where successful examples of your CEPA activities would be really useful to help others learn about what works and what doesn’t. Enjoy reading! [14/08/13] 

[Link to article]
[Download the newsletter]

· Malaysia Celebrates New Designation of Bako Buntal Bay to Flyway Site Network of EAAFP:
Malaysia joined to East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) on November 2012 and nominated Bako Buntal Bay as an EAAFP Flyway Network Site on 15th May 2013. On 23rd August 2013, the Chief Executive of EAAFP, Mr Spike Millington officially presented the network site certificate to Sarawak Chief Minister, Pehin Sri Hj Abdul Taib Mahmud during Sarawak Forestry Corporation’s 10th Anniversary dinner. The certificate signing of Bako Buntal Bay by Sarawak Chief Minister as a site in the East Asian Australasian Flyway Network officially recognised Bako Buntal Bay as an internationally important non-breeding site for a large of migratory waterbirds along the flyway.
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EAAFP Chief Executive, Mr. Spike Millington presented certificate to Sarawak Chief Minister, Pehin Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud 
Bako Buntal Bay is listed as one of the Important Bird Areas (IBA) in Sarawak, Malaysia, globally significant as an important site for waterbirds. Its habitat is vast and rich with mudflat, shallow water, intertidal zone and mangrove forest that attract migratory birds to feed on marine life and rest over winter of stop over while on passage.

Bako Buntal Bay is an important wintering site for a great number of waterbirds. Thirty-two species of shorebirds comprising an estimated 20,000-25,000 individuals winter in the Bay and its immediate surroundings.

The inclusion of Bako Buntal Bay as the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Site Network aims to conserve endangered water birds species. Several globally threatened and near threatened species such as the Nordmann’s Greenshank, Asian Dowitcher and Far Eastern Curlew make their stops here. The environs also house more than 10% of the global population of Chinese Egret while the numbers of Red Knot and Great Knot are among the highest for any site in Malaysia.
[Link to article]

· Japan Designates Arao-higata as an EAAFP Flyway Network Site:

Arao-higata was added to the EAAFP Flyway Site Network (FSN) on 30th June 2013. Arao-higata is located on the eastern side of Japan and is the largest single tidal flat in the country. As this site supports many internationally important migratory waterbirds, it is highly recognised as one of the crucial sites along the EAA Flyway that allows migratory waterbirds to continue their journey between breeding and non-breeding grounds. 
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Arao-Higata, Flyway Network Site Certificate Ceremony © MOE Japan
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Arao-Higata of Japan designated as a Flyway Network Site. © MOE Japan

In Arao City, about 1,000 citizens and media were invited to celebrate the designation. Mr. Junji Maehata, the mayor of Arao City, was presented with the nomination certificate by Mr. Zuiten Tsukamoto from the Ministry of Environment, Japan. The Mayor said "We have been pushing conservation and wise use of Arao-higata. We are now very glad about the designation and will continue to follow up conservation activities to manage this valuable site in Arao City.” Mr. Zuiten Tsukamoto from Ministry of Environment, Japan also added that together with Arao City, “Japan has been putting a lot of effort to this FSN designation and are also very happy for Arao City. We expect that this designation and further conservation can contribute to raise the number of migratory waterbirds including internationally endangered species, working together with EAAFP and its Partner countries along the flyway.“
Now, the local community and stakeholders in Arao City regularly meet together to discuss on habitat conservation and management and awareness activities. Visit to find more information on Arao-higata at EAAFP Site Information Sheet and at Ramsar Site. [21/08/13] 

[Link to article]
· EAAFP Spoon-billed Sandpiper Task Force Newsletter for No.10 August 2013 published:

The EAAFP Spoon-billed Sandpiper Task Force (SBS TF) published its tenth newsletter in August 2013. In this newsletter, you can find the following key news on 25 young chicks reared for head-starting in Meinypil’gino, chukotka; 9 more potential breeding sites searched with Heritage Expedition; No more new breeding sites found; 10-11 breeding pairs in Meinypil’gino, Chukotka; 542 SBS records from Japan have been analysed; 2 Spoon-billed sandpiper (one first summer!) in Bohai Bay, Yellow Sea, China in late spring; 28 happy adult SBS in the captive breeding facilities in Slimbridge; £1195 generated for SBS conservation at the world’s first SBS devoted wedding!

[download the newsletter] 
[Link to article]

· Slipping Away: Baer’s Pochard on the verge of extinction:

Baer’s Pochard Aythyabaeriwas formerly a relatively common and widespread duck in Asia, although it has possibly not been abundant for a long time, and in fact there has never really been a good understanding of its population size. This species has always been somewhat overlooked by ornithologists, partly owing to difficulties visiting and surveying the areas in which it occurs. In addition, uncertainty over the accuracy of identification of some historical records also clouds our understanding.

However, whilst historical and recent uncertainty remains, there can now be no doubt that this species has undergone a catastrophic decline in recent years and is on the brink of extinction in the wild. Without an urgent response from the conservation community, this species is very likely to be lost in the near future.

Evidence of former abundance comes from the 1910s when La Touche found it to be “extremely abundant” on migration on the coast of Hebei province in China, though migration studies there in the late 20th century found it to be a scarce passage migrant, indicating that a substantial decline took place during the 20th century. It has also been described as “common” or “quite numerous” by a number of other authors referring to Japan and China (see Threatened Birds of Asia for full details), and numerous counts of hundreds of individuals exist for countries within the core of its former wintering range, including Bangladesh, Myanmar and Thailand. 

By the late 1980s it was thought to number no more than 25,000 individuals, possibly fewer, and was recognised as being in decline; as a result it was added to the IUCN Red List in 1994 as Vulnerable. There it remained until 2008, when it was uplisted to Endangered, shortly followed in 2012 by uplisting to Critically Endangered, following an assessment that strongly suggested a population of fewer than 1,000 individuals. 

Since being listed as Vulnerable very little new information has come to light, other than a fairly wide acceptance that it has largely disappeared from some countries in the south of its wintering range, including Thailand and Bangladesh. 

Current status 
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Leaflet to report sightings of Baer’s Pochard in Russia. EAAFP supports surveys in Russia in 2013. Photo © EAAFP

Following the revised status assessment and uplisting to Critically Endangered, more concern has focused on this speciesbHowever, it appears that the status of Baer’s Pochard has further deteriorated significantly in just the past two years. Wang et al. (2012) documented that in the winter of 2010/11 there were still some significant flocks of birds in the central Yangtze floodplain, with 90 at Hong Hu in November and 131at Liangzi Hu (both Hubei) in January and 760 at Wuchang Hu (Anhui) in November and 230 at FengSha Hu (Anhui) in February. However, in the past two winters records of Baer’s Pochard have been few, with the only double-figured count being 26 birds at Poyang Hu in November 2012. This is despite two concerted efforts to locate birds in 2012/13. The first of these involved a detailed study of Liangzi Hu, with comprehensive monthly counts undertaken between October and March, which turned up a single record of two birds. In addition, a wide ranging effort was made to census as many sites as possible within the winter range, particularly in the central and lower Yangtze floodplain, during January 2013. Whilst coverage was incomplete, in all around 40 sites were surveyed in China and a maximum of just 45 birds was recorded. A small number of key sites checked in Bangladesh and Myanmar all returned nil counts. 

Recent breeding records are even fewer in number. In 2012 there was a confirmed breeding attempt in Hebei, and an unconfirmed report of four pairs at a site in Shandong. Both sites are to the south of the recognised breeding range and pose interesting questions about whether the range has historically extended that far south. No breeding records were received from the core breeding range (NE China and neighbouring parts of Russia) at all during 2012, despite some searches undertaken at Lake Khanka and other Russian wetlands during which the only observation was of two individuals at Lake Khanka in August. Further searches are currently taking place in 2013, partly funded by EAAFP. 

All of this is a far cry from the number known to exist as recently as just two years ago, and overall it is now clear that Baer’s Pochard is becoming an extremely difficult bird to locate anywhere in its range, even during dedicated searches. The statement by Wang et al. (2012) that “we fear that the global population is now less than 1,000 individuals and could be very much lower than this”, seems almost certain to be true, and on current evidence there could be fewer than 100 individuals remaining in the wild. 

What are the threats? 

Almost nothing is known about why Baer’s Pochard has apparently declined so rapidly. We do know that many wetlands within its range are now severely degraded, particularly within the core winter range, and this is likely to have contributed to the decline even if it is not the main factor. However, no other sympatric freshwater ducks seem to be undergoing such rapid declines, so it would seem that there is something specific about Baer’s Pochard that is also contributing to its decline. It is important to note, however, that data on other more numerous ducks, especially their population trends, remains limited, despite recent significant improvements, and thus it is possible that other duck species are also undergoing significant declines that currently remain undetected because they are still relatively numerous. 

Habitat loss and degradation in breeding areas seem less likely to be a major cause of decline, simply because the breeding range has relatively low human impact, but little information has been collated on this to date. Surveys and site assessments in breeding areas are urgently needed, and some will be carried out in 2013. 

Another key threat faced by many Asian ducks, which likely includes Baer’s Pochard, is the unsustainable harvesting of individuals, although as with habitat loss and degradation it is currently difficult to quantify the scale and relative importance of this. However, it could be significant, particularly in China where the illegal poisoning and trapping of waterbirds is widespread. 

Whilst shooting may have been a significant problem in the past, gun use is now heavily controlled in China and it would appear that other methods are the primary means of harvesting waterbirds. 

Few other threats appear as obvious potential causes of the decline, but so little information is available that it is currently impossible to be certain whether other factors are at play here or not. Given this, diagnosis of the decline is likely to take time, and in fact it may already be too late for this.

What can we do about it? 

Currently, the lack of knowledge about the species and the factors causing its decline severely limit our ability to confidently propose a robust conservation response. There are only 2-3 sites now known to regularly support the species, either during the winter or breeding season, and numbers at all of them are low and declining at an alarming rate. 

Certainly the population size and decline rate of Baer’s Pochard, coupled with the inherent difficulties – and hence time lags – in stabilising the population, mean that its extinction in the wild appears to be imminent. In a close parallel with Spoon-billed Sandpiper, the rapid acceleration in decline in a population that was already moderately small has meant that the species has gone from moderate concern to virtually extinct before a conservation reaction has had time to develop. 

There is a considerable likelihood that the keys to saving Baer’s Pochard are improved management of large central Chinese wetlands, and possibly other wintering sites outside this region, and a significant reduction in harvesting activities, but these are both large complex problems that will themselves take much time and effort to resolve in a way that could have an effect at a population scale. Clearly there are ongoing efforts to reduce wetland degradation and improve site management in China, but these are not particularly targeted at Baer’s Pochard sites, and in any case the species has reached the point where emergency close-order management is almost certainly needed. 

If something is going to be done in the short term, further surveys and searches for the species are an obvious starting point. It is important to note that although there has been some effort at locating Baer’s Pochards during the past 12 months, coverage was far from complete and there remains the possibility that more birds exist than were counted. Furthermore, even though coverage was good at wintering sites in the central and lower Yangtze floodplain, some of these sites are vast and very difficult to survey comprehensively. Thus even at surveyed sites some birds may have remained undetected, although the likelihood of significant numbers remaining uncounted seems low. One other explanation for low counts in the historical range is that the winter range of the population may have shifted. This phenomenon is known to be happening with other migratory waterbirds that breed in arctic and boreal zones and winter in temperate regions, and so there remains a possibility that there could be new wintering areas for Baer’s Pochard further north than previously recorded. 

There were two sites (in Hebei and Shandong) where Baer’s Pochard most likely bred in 2012. As ducks are quite amenable to close-order management, actions at these sites that ensure breeding birds are protected and able to breed successfully are crucial. These actions could include strict zonation and minimisation of disturbance, habitat protection at all times of the year, nest protection, and potentially translocation and boosting of reproductive output by direct intervention. 

The global captive population of Baer’s Pochard appears relatively healthy. However, an important issue to resolve is the genetic purity of this captive population, about which there are some concerns, which may indicate a much smaller pool of birds for a captive breeding programme than previously thought. 

So the situation facing Baer’s Pochard is undoubtedly bleak at the moment, but no matter what eventually becomes of this species we need to ensure the very clear message from its plight is heeded. Whilst it may already be too late to save Baer’s Pochard from extinction in the wild, this story is undoubtedly another strong warning about the health of Asian waterbird populations and the wetlands that support them. In recent years much has rightly been said about the state of shorebird populations and intertidal habitats in the East Asian-Australasian flyway, highlighted by the plight of the Spoon-billed Sandpiper. However, what Baer’s Pochard tells us is that the situation may be just as serious for inland freshwater species, such as many ducks. 

Experts will gather at the EAAFP Meeting of Partners in Alaska in June 2013 to consider developing a Task Force for Baer’s Pochard and formulating an Action Plan for its conservation. It is clear immediate actions need to be undertaken in the very near future if the species is to be saved. [31/05/13] 
[Link to Baer's Pochard Page]

[Link to article]
RELATED NEWS

_____________________________________________________________________

· Rare sighting of marked spoon-billed sandpiper on migration:
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‘Lime 01′ at Rudong Mudflats © Michelle and Peter Wong

A rare sighting of a marked spoon-billed sandpiper on migration was reported last weekend from Rudong mudflats north of Shanghai

The critically endangered bird was identified by a lime green plastic flag on its leg marked ‘01’ that was attached by scientists from Birds Russia on its breeding grounds this summer. 

Conservationists know that this bird ‘Lime 01’ fathered six fledglings this summer – three that were hand-reared by conservationists and three that he raised himself – which is 10 times the average for the species. 

In all this summer, sixteen hand-reared spoon-billed sandpiper fledglings and eight adults were marked with uniquely inscribed plastic leg flags. Birdwatchers are being asked to report all sightings of spoon-billed sandpipers. 

Coordinator of the Spoon-billed Sandpiper Task Force, Christoph Zöckler said: 

“The Rudong mudflats are an extremely important stop over site for the spoon-billed sandpiper to rest and feed and it is very exciting news that our Russian breeding birds have been sighted there. Unfortunately these mudflats, like much coastal wetland along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway, are threatened by the development. Alongside illegal trapping and hunting, it has pushed these birds to the edge.” 

WWT Head of Species Conservation Department, Baz Hughes said: 

“This is why we’re taking extreme measures to prevent its extinction: hand-rearing chicks to boost numbers, but spoon-billed sandpipers rely on the help of so many people. Reports like this are only possible thanks to the support of birdwatchers throughout Asia and are an invaluable part of its conservation.” 

Rudong mudflats are the most significant known staging post in China for spoon-billed sandpipers where 106 individuals were counted last year in October. Demand for land is high in the region, which is only 150km from Shanghai, and land has already been reclaimed from the marshes at Dongling to the southern end. 
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© Michelle and Peter Wong

Pavel Tomkovich of Birds Russia, who caught and marked the bird with Nikolai Yakushev, said: 

“When I marked “Lime 01” I wondered if anybody would ever see it on its travels, almost a quarter of the way round the world, as looking for spoon-billed sandpipers can be like looking for a needle in a haystack. Looking for marked birds is even more difficult as we were only able to mark eight adult birds with these unique flags. Thanks to the reports of local birdwatchers, we’re learning their stopover points.” 

‘Lime 01’ was seen leaving the breeding grounds on 4 August and was seen 5,000km away at Rudong on 31 August. Spoon-billed sandpipers can cover as much as 1,000km per day, leaving around three weeks during which it may have been staging elsewhere. 

BTO Head of Projects, Nigel Clark, said: 

“We’ve known for a few years that they stop at Rudong mudflats and we hope to be able to protect it. But our calculations indicate that ‘Lime 01’ probably stopped somewhere else for up to three weeks before reaching Rudong. We want to find out where that is in case it is under threat.” 

Zhang Lin of the “Spoon-billed Sandpiper in China” Team said: 

“The first Spoon-billed Sandpiper arrived at Rudong about two weeks ago since when I have been regularly scanning the increasing numbers of waders at the high tide roost at Rudong. When I glimpsed a bird on 31 August that looked like it had a lime green leg flag I knew something exciting was in front of me. On closer inspection it turned out to be ‘Lime 01’. I was over the moon as this is the first time that one of the birds marked in 2013 has been seen in China. 

“It is amazing to see how these little but critically endangered birds are connecting our key sites along the flyway between Russia and China. They are very important as they allow us to track whether efforts to save the species are working.” 

Guidance on reporting spoon-billed sandpiper sightings is available from the East-Asian Australasian Flyway Partnership Spoon-billed Sandpiper Task Force. To follow the progress of the spoon-billed sandpiper conservation breeding programme visit Saving the Spoon-billed Sandpiper 
[Link to article]

· Spoon-billed sandpiper numbers boosted by conservationists

Critically endangered spoon-billed sandpipers fledglings have increased in number by a quarter in 2013, after conservationists intervened to hand rear chicks. 

As few as 100 breeding pairs remain in the wild, rearing just 60 young between them each year on average. The 16 additional hand-reared young are a significant boost for the species, which is on the verge of extinction. 

WWT Conservation Breeding Officer Roland Digby said: 

“The breeding season in Russia is short and brutal for spoon-billed sandpipers. Each pair is lucky to get even a single chick as far as fledging. Normally, that’s life, but right now the spoon-billed sandpiper needs a lifeline to keep them from going under.” 

Experts from WWT worked with Russian scientists to source eggs from breeding pairs soon after being laid. Taking the eggs prompted each breeding pair to lay a further clutch, which they were left to rear themselves. One pair produced a total of 6 fledglings this year – ten times the average. 

The tiny fledglings now face their first 8,000km migration to Myanmar and Bangladesh. Along the way they will struggle to find undeveloped coastal mudflats to rest and feed, and on arrival they risk being trapped in nets. 

Birdwatchers in Asia are being asked to report any sightings of spoon-billed sandpipers. All hand reared birds have a tiny coloured flag attached to one leg. 

Intervening to increase breeding productivity in wildlife like this is known as headstarting. It is a short-term strategy. 
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Young hand-reared spoon-billed sandpiper © Nicky Hiscock
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This male spoon-billed sandpiper produced six fledglings in total: three he reared and three were hand-reared © Roland Digby

Tim Stowe, RSPB Director of International Operations said: 

“Having been part of an expedition to look for additional spoon-billed sandpiper breeding sites, I can appreciate that giving these amazing birds a helping hand through headstarting will help deliver short-term conservation benefits.” 

Conservationists are tackling the problems of illegal trapping and habitat loss along the spoon-billed sandpiper’s flyway. It is calculated that headstarting spoon-billed sandpipers will increase the number returning to breed as problems are addressed, allowing the population to stabilise and recover more quickly. 

Jean-Christophe Vié, Director SOS – Save Our Species welcomed the news of the continued project success: 

“At SOS – Save Our Species we are delighted to support this project. The headstarting programme had already delivered meaningful results in 2012 and the news of the impact of this additional batch of hatchlings in Chukotka fortifies hope for the Spoon-billed Sandpiper’s future. It is rewarding news not just for the experienced team out there but for all the unsung heroes of who strive – often in remote corners of the world – to save our threatened species.” 

For a fuller account of the expedition to Chukotka and for details of how to support spoon-billed sandpiper conservation, visit www.saving-spoon-billed-sandpiper.com . 

The spoon-billed sandpiper conservation breeding programme is a collaboration between WWT, Birds Russia, Moscow Zoo and the RSPB working with colleagues from the BTO, BirdLife International, ArcCona and the Spoon-billed Sandpiper Task Force. 
[Source: Saving the Spoon-billed Sandpiper] 
[Link to article]
· 500 Children's animation on saving Spoon-billed Sandpiper:
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This project involved 500 children and helpers from 12 areas and 8 countries (Russia, Republic of Korea, Japan, Jiangsu and Fujian in mainland China, Vietnam, Thailand, Myanmar and Bangladesh) which are along Spoon-billed Sandpiper’s migratory route. Children helped colouring over 1200 pictures for the animation one by one. The whole project took about 8 months for the production. At the end of the animation, there were video clips showing kids shouting “Save the Spoon-billed Sandpiper!” in their own language.

The project was sponsored by Eric Hosking Charitable Trust. It was coordinated by the China Programme of BirdLife International/Hong Kong Bird Watching Society with the participation from Birds Russia, Birds Korea, Wild Bird Society of Japan (WBSJ), Fujian Bird Watching Society, Viet Nature Conservation, Bird Conservation Society of Thailand (BCST), Biodiversity And Nature Conservation Association (BANCA) and Bangladesh Spoon-billed Sandpiper Conservation Project. 

 [Link to video and article]
· Guwayi shorebird tracked through science and culture

YAWURU language teacher, Maxine Charlie, remembers as a child seeing large flocks of Bar-tailed Godwits flying over the foreshore of Roebuck Bay when camping with her family.
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Yawuru Language teacher Maxine Charlie with her recently published book, Guwayi The Bar-tailed Godwit. Image: Kandy Curran

What she didn’t know at the time was that these birds carry out remarkable feats of migration between Siberia and Roebuck Bay travelling more than 10,000 kilometres each way. With a keen interest in keeping Yawuru language alive and strong in Broome, Maxine decided to write a book about these amazing global travellers that have a special Yawuru name. 
 “I wanted to write a little documentary so children can learn about this beautiful bird with the special Yawuru name Guwayi and its incredible flights across the world each year,” Maxine Charlie says.” 

The result is a children’s book that shows Guwayi’s migration, plumage, nesting habits and food sources on the mudflats of Roebuck Bay and the thawing arctic tundra. Chris Hassell, a passionate shorebird researcher for 17 years with the Global Flyway Network (GFN) and Australasian Wader Studies Group (AWSG) in Broome, is impressed with the children’s book— recently launched at the Broome Bird Observatory. 

“It’s not just a book about the Bar-tailed Godwit in its cultural context, and it’s not just a book about it in its scientific context,” he says. “It is really a beautiful blend of the two and you don’t often see that, and to see the blend done so beautifully was a great joy to me and to be involved in a very small way was a privilege.” 

The Bar-tailed Godwit is one of the easier species to identify because of its size, and is a target species to research for ornithology groups. The research is providing valuable information on the bird’s migration pattern and its survival, to better understand its biology and assist in its conservation. 

“They really are champion migrants. When they leave Roebuck Bay they fly 6,500 kilometres non-stop for four days, no eating, no sleeping, no drinking, just one single direct flight to the Yellow Sea on the Chinese coast,” he says. 

The ornithology researchers have been capturing and releasing godwits along Roebuck Bay for many years to collect biological data and attach individually marked metal and plastic leg bands. The leg bands provide migration data as the birds are identified along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway. Modern technology has also been deployed, as Chris explains, “we have also put satellite transmitters inside the birds using a surgical operation, then released the birds back into the wild where they were tracked by satellite on their migration.” 

“The timing of the northward migration is critical and we saw that their flights were very direct to the Yellow Sea and very direct into the Yakutia region of eastern Siberia, but on their return, a few came back directly, a few stopped off at the Philippines, and a few at Indonesia and Borneo." “They sort of dribbled back as the time constraints are not as great as on their return to the non-breeding grounds. All that information has come about, from putting a metal band on the birds or using modern cutting edge technology with satellites.” 

The research by the ornithologists is ongoing, with godwits and other migratory shorebirds being caught, measured, banded and then released in an effort to better understand the migration patterns, and survival rates of these birds. Interesting data from the GFN and AWSG is at hand from the colour banding project that shows a Bar-tailed Godwit when it matures has an 86 per cent chance of survival to the following year. The knowledge from this research is vitally important to the future survival of these incredible migrants, and to Yawuru people like Maxine, helped satisfy the curiosity she has had about these birds since her early childhood. [05/09/13] 

This is a community contribution by Kandy Curran of the Roebuck Bay Working Group. 
[Source: ScienceNetwork Western Australia]
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· The Arctic Biodiversity Assessment – Migratory Birds:
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On May 15th 2013, the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF), the biodiversity working group of the Arctic Council has released the “Arctic Biodiversity Assessment (ABA),” a report containing the best available science informed by traditional ecological knowledge on the status and trends of Arctic biodiversity and accompanying policy recommendations for biodiversity conservation. For downloading, visit at  www.arcticbiodiversity.is 
Migratory species: Millions of migratory birds breed in the Arctic and migrate to southern parts of the globe every year. The East Asian - Australasian Flyway supports over 60 species of migratory waterbird that breed in the high Arctic, including the critically endangered Siberian Crane and Spoon-billed Sandpiper. Furthermore the East Asian – Australasian Flyway supports more threatened species than any other flyway and a higher proportion of declining species, many of them Arctic breeding shorebirds. A key finding of the ABA is that many Arctic migratory species are threatened by habitat loss and alteration outside the Arctic, especially birds along the East Asian – Australasian Flyway. 

The Spoon-billed Sandpiper faces imminent extinction due in part to over-hunting in its wintering areas in southeast Asia. Another serious threat to this and other species is the loss of staging and wintering habitat, which has been occurring at an alarming rate in many areas, especially in the Yellow Sea region of East Asia. The loss of coastal and intertidal habitat is expected to increase considerably with sea level rise and increasing development. 

Migratory species require protection throughout the year, across their full migratory range spanning international boundaries. Effective management in one region can be undermined by harmful actions elsewhere. The habitat needs of migratory species, long-range transport of persistent contaminants, global shipping lanes and the geography of ecosystems do not follow political boundaries. International cooperation is needed to fully address the conservation challenges that face Arctic biodiversity now and in the decades to come. Migratory bird conservation is a truly global issue of great importance to ecosystems and overall biodiversity.

The ABA recommends a focus on reducing stressors to migratory species across their entire range, including habitat degradation and over-harvesting in wintering and staging sites and along flyways and other migration routes. Specifically, the ABA recommends to:

a. Pursue or strengthen formal migratory bird cooperation agreements and other specific actions on a flyway level between Arctic and non-Arctic states with highest priority given to the East Asian - Austrasian Flyway.

b. Collaborate with relevant international commissions, conventions, networks and other organizations sharing an interest in the conservation of Arctic migratory species to identify and implement appropriate conservation actions.

c. Develop and implement joint management and recovery plans for threatened species with relevant non-Arctic states and entities.

d. Identify and advance the conservation of key wintering and staging habitats for migratory birds, particularly wetlands. [16/05/13] 

[Download Press Release]
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· Southeast Asian park managers set meet in Tagaytay on biodiversity 
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MANILA, Philippines – The Philippines will host the 4th Association of Southeast Asian Nations Heritage Parks (AHP) Conference, a regional dialogue addressing biodiversity issues and the sustainable management of protected areas, in the first week of October. 
The four-day meet will be held in Tagaytay City on October 1-4, spearheaded by the Asean Center for Biodiversity (ACB) and hosted by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Environment Secretary Ramon Paje announced Saturday. 

Some 300 delegates from Asean countries, including biodiversity experts, park managers, policy makers, scientists, and representatives from nongovernmental organizations, indigenous and local communities, are expected to attend. 

In a news release, ACB executive director Roberto V. Oliva said the conference would update the participants on recent knowledge and tools in addressing biodiversity loss and ecosystems degradation and the preservation of Asean’s natural heritage. 

The dialog will also cover issues on biodiversity in the context of the outcomes of the 11th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to achieve the so-called Aichi Biodiversity Targets laid out in Nagoya, Japan in 2010. 

AHP conferences are conducted every three years. The first was held in Thailand in 2004; the second in Malaysia in 2007; and the third in Brunei in 2010. 

“These conferences ensure that park managers, policy makers, conservationists, scientists and relevant stakeholders benefit from available best practices and lessons on the management of AHPs and other protected areas,” the DENR said. 

Side events during the conference will include a visit to Mt. Makiling Forest Reserve, the newest AHP. 

To date, there are 33 AHPs in Southeast Asia, five of which are in the Philippines: the Mt. Apo Natural Park, Mt. Kitanglad Range Natural Park and Mt. Malindang Range Natural Park, all in Mindanao; Mts. Iglit-Baco in Mindoro, and the Mt. Makiling Forest Reserve. 
[Link to article]

· Birds Korea Birdathon on May 11th-12th 2013:

Open to members and non-members, experts and first-time birdwatchers, the Birds Korea Birdathon is an annual sponsored one-hour to 24-hour bird watch (see Birds Korea 2011 World Migratory Bird Day Birdathon, 2011 Birds Korea World Migratory Bird Day Birdathon Results, 2nd Annual World Migratory Bird Day Birdathon and 2nd Annual WMBD Birdathon Results for past events). In line with this year’s World Birdwatching Day theme of networking, money raised will go towards our making of a mini-documentary on Spoon-billed Sandpiper conservation, a project we are undertaking through collaboration with Cornell University's Lab of Ornithology, and towards strengthening our networking and advocacy work in North America, summer home to several of our longest-distance migrants.
For more details: 

·  In English 
·  In Korean 
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